Dear fellow Yorkshire Society Member,
You may remember me from my role in helping organise Yorkshire in the City a few years back, here’s some information about the
Technology Strategy Board transport national discussions which I’m delighted to be able to bring to Leeds and will take place from
10am to midday followed by a working lunch at the Leeds Club on July 16.
The Technology Strategy Board is the UK’s innovation agency. Its goal is to accelerate economic growth by stimulating and
supporting business-led innovation and is one of the few government departments to have an increase in budget, up from £260
million to £340 million this year.
Sir Paul Judge will be hosting, the relevance here is that Sir Paul is currently an Alderman of the City of London, will be made a
Sherriff in September and is then scheduled to become Lord Mayor of London in two years’ time, so relationships are continuing
nicely between Yorkshire and the City which bodes well for future engagement! Sir Paul’s early career was with Cadbury Schweppes
where he led the multi-million £ buyout of their food companies in 1985 to form Premier Brands which was successfully sold in
1989. He then became was Chairman of Food from Britain, Director General of the Conservative Party and a Ministerial Advisor to
the Cabinet Office, Chairman of the Royal Society of Arts, President of the Chartered Management Institute and the Master of the
Worshipful Company of Marketers. He was also the benefactor and founder of the world renowned Judge Business School at the
University of Cambridge.
The theme on July 16 is Transport Solutions for UK Business. Organisations / companies invited to attend and contribute will include
LEPs, City, County and District Councils, the NHS, tourism organisations, the National Trust, trade associations, chambers of
commerce and private sector companies and industries who are large-scale end-users of transport and other relevant parties.
See attached some briefing notes, you will see that solving the broader transport challenge requires a different approach and
thinking, our approach therefore is to ask the broader question “how can we move people and goods more efficiently by applying
intelligence into our transport systems and networks”. In other words, we consider achieving the optimum balance between human
behaviours innovation and technology to be crucial to success.
The overall aim of these end user discussions is to understand the potential market for new innovation by getting to know the end
user, the user that relies on transport for their business and social activity. It is the users of transport that create the problems but
equally can form part of the solution. In setting this aim, the TSB transport team hopes to establish a better understanding of the
commercial opportunity that exists for the developers of these innovations and technologies, with innovation being a new way to do
something with existing products and services that will lead to a commercial outcome, also if there is a willingness to pay for
solutions going forward that would be co-funded through collaboration from the Technology Strategy Board.
The objective is to:
•
Identify market pull through end user requirements and examine how they may change in future;
•
Appropriately segment the analysis to enable a clear understanding of potential market that affect different elements of
transport (such as car, public transport and freight trips, or trips within urban areas and outside urban areas);
Finally, the output of these discussions should inform an activity to scoping and defining boundaries for innovation and technology
in integrated transport.
We’re not after any immediate solutions at this stage as we need to understand the problems and challenges first.
In order to create an interesting discussion we’re inviting just 25 to 30 participants. Please let me know if you are (or of you know
anyone who would be) interested.
There is no charge to attend.
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